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IMPORTANT UPDATE: As of February 16, 2013, 
enrollment in the federal program is closed due 
to lack of funds.  Those with pre-existing conditions will have to wait until 
October 1, 2013 when they will be able to purchase insurance in the federally 
operated insurance exchange for coverage beginning January 1, 2014.  Those 
already enrolled in PCIP will continue to receive coverage until January 1, 2014. 
 
Help for Georgians with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
Good news! Georgians with pre-existing medical conditions now have the chance to purchase 
affordable health insurance without the worry they will be denied. 
 
The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, or PCIP, provides health insurance to people who 
have traditionally had difficulty getting insurance because of a pre-existing condition.  This plan:  

 Covers a broad range of health benefits, including primary and specialty care, hospital 
care and prescription drugs, 

 Does not cost more than the insurance plans offered to those without pre-existing 
conditions, 

 Does not base eligibility on income, and 
 Has a provider network that includes a full-range of services and specialists  

To be eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, you must be a US citizen, US 
national or legal resident. You must have been uninsured for at least the last six consecutive 
months. If you currently have insurance, but that insurance doesn’t cover your condition, you 
still are not eligible for PCIP.  And you must submit a doctor’s statement validating your pre-
existing condition. 
 
Beginning in July 2010, premiums will range between $124 and $535, depending on your age 
and type of plan. Georgia is one of 23 states whose plan is operated by the federal government. 
It is meant to help those with medical conditions have coverage until 2014, when insurance 
companies will no long be able to deny coverage or charge higher rates to those with pre-
existing conditions, due to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) signed into 
law in April 2010. The Pre-Existing Condition Plan was an important part of the PPACA designed 
to help cover those with pre-existing conditions until the law goes into full effect on January 1, 
2014. 
 
It’s easy to apply! Visit www.pcip.gov or call (866) 717-5826 

https://www.pcip.gov/
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Is the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP) 
available in Georgia? 
 
Yes. All qualifying Georgians are able to join PCIP. Our state 
is one of 23 states in which the PCIP is administered by the federal government. 
 
I have insurance but it doesn’t cover my pre-existing condition. Can I still apply?  
 
No, you cannot apply for PCIP coverage if you have any insurance. In addition, you must have 
been completely uninsured for six months. This requirement includes other public insurance 
plans, such as Medicaid and Medicare.  If you are uninsured and have been told that you may 
be eligible for other programs, such as Medicaid and PeachCare, you should check out those 
programs first, as they may better meet your needs. 
 
I’m not low-income but still am uninsured with a pre-existing condition and need coverage. 
Can I apply? 
 
As long as you can prove you have a pre-existing condition via a doctor’s note and if you have 
been uninsured for six months, you will likely qualify. This plan does not base eligibility on 
income. 
 
I’m low-income and am not sure I could afford a monthly premium. What can I do? 
 
If you have limited income and resources, you may be eligible for Medicaid. Go to 
www.healthcare.gov for more information. If you are seeking insurance coverage for your child, 
learn more at www.peachcare.org. 
 
Is there a cost for this coverage?  
 
If you are eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, you pay a monthly premium for 
your coverage and other cost-sharing.  Beginning in July 2010, individual premiums will range 
between $124 and $535, depending on your age and type of plan. For more information, please 
go to PCIP.gov. 
 
What is going to happen to my PCIP coverage when the program ends in 2014?  
 
The PCIP is a transitional program that provides health coverage to people with pre-existing 
conditions.  Beginning in 2014, you will have access to affordable health insurance choices 
through a new competitive marketplace called an insurance exchange.  In addition, starting in 
2014, it will be against the law for an insurance company to deny you coverage because of your 
condition, and companies will not be able to scale back your coverage or drop you altogether. 

http://www.healthcare.gov/
http://www.peachcare.org/

