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All Hydrocodone Containing Drugs Move to Schedule II: 

Why Should You Care? 
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 After years of debate on the topic, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) decided to place all 

hydrocodone combination products on the Schedule II list effective October 6th of this year.  Why should 

you care?  Because hydrocodone is one of the most prescribed drugs in the U.S., and many common 

medications are classified as hydrocodone containing products, such as pain relievers like Vicodin, 

Lortab, and Norco, and cough medications like Tussionex, Histussin HC, and Hycotuss.  Hydrocodone in 

large amounts was placed on the Schedule II list in 1971 due to the drug’s highly addictive nature and 

potential for abuse.  However, medications combining 15mg or less of hydrocodone with another pain 

relieving medication were on the Schedule III list until this month.   Schedule II drugs are limited to a 90-

day supply and typically require a written prescription.  In Georgia, non-physician providers like 

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) cannot prescribe Schedule II drugs under any 

circumstances.  In many states, APRNs have this prescriptive authority.  Due to the inflexibility of our 

State law, APRNs are going to lose access to the “strongest opioid that [they] have been able to 

prescribe for pain management.”1  This will negatively impact rural Georgians who have to travel long 

distances to see a doctor or who may have an APRN as their primary care provider.  This will also limit 

APRNs’ ability to write prescriptions for patients who need emergency pain management, thus 

impacting the efficiency of our healthcare system. 

Look for more information about Georgia’s practice environment for APRNs in our forthcoming policy 

report! 

For a more detailed article on this topic, click here:  

http://www.forbes.com/sites/davidkroll/2014/08/22/what-you-need-to-know-about-new-restrictions-

on-hydrocodone-combinations/ 

                                                             
1 James F. Lawrence, News From the National Scene That Impacts Us All, UNITED ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED 
NURSES OF GEORGIA (Aug. 2014), available at https://uaprn.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-news/57231-new-
from-the-national-scene-that-impacts-all-of-us- 
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