
Energy equity, or the lack thereof,  
is a problem in Georgia…

 � Many families are forced to 
choose between paying for 
adequate heating or cooling and 
groceries. 

 � This energy insecurity can 
lead to financial instability, 
driving some families to resort 
to high-interest payday loans to 
avoid disconnection of service, 
perpetuating a cycle of poverty.  

 � Improperly heated or cooled 
homes can lead to or exacerbate 
health problems including 
increases in asthma and other 
respiratory problems, and heart 
disease, especially among 
children and the elderly.  

What are some solutions?
 � Robust utility-based energy 
efficiency programs to 
complement government-funded 
weatherization programs1 with 
direct install programs2 for low 
income households at no cost or 
through rebates.

 � On-bill financing tariffs like the 
PAYS (Pay As You Save) model 
that allow customers to finance 
energy efficiency upgrades or 
solar on their monthly bills.

 � Community, cooperative, and 
utility scale solar to reduce the 
upfront cost of solar panels and 
expand access to renters and 
those without suitable rooftops 
for panels.
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Did You Know? 
 � Energy efficiency 

improvements increase 

property value and extend the 

lifetime of a property3.  

 � Energy efficiency 

improvements generate 

savings that families can use to 

supplement income and cover 

other expenses4.    

 � By reducing a home’s 

energy bill, energy efficient 

measures help save energy 

used which may help avoid 

utility disconnections, bad 

debt write-offs, and expensive 

reconnections5.    

 � Energy efficiency 

improvements improve safety, 

health and comfort6.   

 � Investment in energy efficiency 

and increased disposable 

income can lead to direct and 

indirect job creation in energy 

and other sectors7.  

Barriers
Energy efficiency upgrades and solar installations can reduce low-income 
families’ energy burden, but they lack access to energy efficiency and solar 
programs that could help.

 � Barriers to energy efficiency and solar include: 
• Inadequate financial resources or credit, 
• Lack of homeownership (renters are often excluded because they 

cannot authorize upgrades or installations), and
• Rooftops not suitable for solar.

Energy efficiency and solar can reduce struggling families’ high-energy 
burden, improve financial stability, offer improvements to health, and even 
promote economic opportunity for communities. That’s good news for 
families, utilities and communities.
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